LENTHALL HOUSE:
BOARDING FOR THE 21ST CENTURY
AT BURFORD SCHOOL
Welcome:

Welcome to Lenthall House, the boarding house for students at Burford School. Lenthall House offers an outstanding educational experience to students from Year 7 to Year 13.
Lenthall House was founded in the sixteenth century on the principle that education should be available for all. Today Lenthall House is still a lively and vibrant community where students learn how to live - with outstanding results.
Boarding:

Burford School has a long tradition of boarding, dating back to it’s foundation in 1571. The boarding community is a vital part of this thriving, co-educational school. Lenthall House prides itself on creating a family atmosphere where the students can feel happy, safe and are fully supported in achieving their academic potential.
Boarders comprise about 80 students from Years 7 through to 13 at Lenthall House. We have children who board from local, national and international backgrounds. About 45% of our boarders are from families living abroad and travel from a wide range of countries.
Boarding FAQ:

Why should I consider a boarding education at Burford School?

The boarding life is more and more attractive to students; indeed we often find that it is they who ask to board. There are many reasons: it can be an excellent alternative to day schools or city schools which may lack space and opportunities for sport and play. Boarders get their work done but also have time to enjoy a wide range of activities and freedoms. Being together fosters great friendships and the students have the attention of dedicated adults in a warm community. For many families there are great practical benefits - less time on school runs or organising child care, more relaxed time together - and for the students it can be great fun.
Will boarding at Lenthall House suit my child?

You may be surprised how well it could suit your son or daughter and we do encourage parents to be as open minded as possible. However, we also know that boarding is not the right thing for everyone; we will not suggest boarding unless we feel it will work well. Happy boarders thrive and get a lot out of the experience. It is in the interests of the student, the family and the school that we all agree it is the right decision! All kinds of students enjoy boarding and benefit from it. There are some factors that particularly suggest that a boy or girl will do well as a boarder. These include:

· A supportive family background - where parents and child are all positive about the boarding life-style

· Experience of spending time away from home and enthusiasm for spending more time with friends
· Readiness to get involved and to make the most of a varied life-style 
Above all it is very important that a student is mature enough to understand the reasons for boarding and wants to do it. 

What do boarders do at weekends?

There is always a lot for boarders to do at weekends. On Saturday (the ‘free’ day) there are regular minibus trips into Witney, the nearest local town, with a pool, sports centre and a skate park. On Sunday afternoons there are planned expeditions and activities. 

What effect does boarding have on a child?

Boarding students invariably grow in confidence, as they take greater responsibility for their day-to-day lives. They become more independent as they go up the school and more organised. They learn to get to the right place at the right time with the right equipment and kit. Living in a community also encourages them to understand that their actions impinge on others, and therefore they learn to be more considerate of others and respect opinions different from their own. Students comment that they have a good social life as boarders. Boarding life is busy and generally very cheerful. But there are of course moments for every boarder when things may not be going so well and they miss home. The boarding staff has great experience of this and will help students to feel better quickly. The boarders themselves are also quick to spot any unhappiness and will help their friends. 

What sort of boarding does Lenthall House offer?

Burford boarders are a mixture of local, national and international children, so we offer "full boarding". There are no limits to the number of weekends a student can spend at home or at house. We also offer the option of weekly boarding where the students leave Lenthall House on a Friday evening and return on the Sunday evening.

How much contact do parents have with the staff?

Parents have direct contact with the boarders' house parents and can easily telephone or email. Lenthall House sees boarding as a partnership in parenting and will contact you to let you know how your son or daughter is doing.

Who can my child go to with a problem?

If the students do have a worry, they know that they have a range of people available to whom they can talk; these include house parents, tutors and matrons. We know that when the students feel secure and happy they will make the best of their time with us. 

How do I know if boarding is the right thing for my child?

The decision to board is not always an easy one, particularly as you have to anticipate a year or so ahead how a situation is going to develop. We will certainly advise you, and rest assured, if we do not feel a student is ready or right for boarding, then we will say so. It is essential to come and see Lenthall House for yourself and to experience the atmosphere. Boarding is not the right answer for all families, but once you have seen round and had the chance to talk through your concerns, you should be much clearer in your minds whether this is right for your family or not.
The Daily Routine:
WEEKDAYS
	7am
	‘Morning’ time to get up, get washed and dressed, make your bed.

	7.30am
	Breakfast starts, you must be there by 7.40am. If you are late report to the Duty Staff to apologise.

	8am
	Breakfast ends, sign out with staff if you are going to be back late from school (after 3.40pm). Finish getting ready for the day, leave for school.

	8.15am
	All students should have left the House.

	12.25–1.15pm
	Lunch at school.

	3pm
	Lessons end, if you did not sign out at breakfast you should be back in House by 3.40pm.

	3.40–4.00pm
	Snacks available in the Dining Room.

	4.10–5.15pm
	Early prep available if needed.

	5.25pm
	Go to the Dining Room so evening meal can start at 5.30pm.

	5.30–6.10pm
	Evening meal followed by Notices.

	6.45–8pm
	Prep for ALL, quite in House.

	8.30pm
	Supper (9pm on a Friday).

	SURGERY
	Make sure you have visited surgery for regular medication before 9.30pm.

	You should be in your dorm 15 minutes BEFORE lights off. At the lights out time you must be washed, changed and ready for bed. Friday/Saturday lights off are 15 minutes later.

	9.30pm Year 7
	9.45pm Year 8
	10pm Year 9
	10.15pm Year 10
	10.30pm Year 11

	Sixth Form lights out at 11pm, but 30 minutes later on Friday/Saturday.


SATURDAYS
	9am
	‘Morning’ time to get up, get washed and dressed, make your bed.

	9.30am
	Breakfast starts, you must be there by 9.30. If you are late report to the Duty Staff to apologise.

	10am
	Breakfast ends, Notices, sign up for the Witney mini-buses. Return to dorms to tidy.

	1pm
	Lunch, followed by Notices.

	5.30pm
	Evening meal followed by Notices.

	9pm
	Supper.

	You should be in your dorm 15 minutes BEFORE lights off. At the lights out time you must be washed, changed and ready for bed.


SUNDAYS
	9.40–10am
	Optional breakfast.

	10.30am
	Everyone should now be up, washed and the beds made.

	10.45am
	Call up: this is a general House meeting in the two Common Rooms. Weekend arrangements are discussed and House Jobs are allocated by the Duty Staff. Sign off with the Duty Staff when you think you have finished your job.

	11.15am–12.30pm
	Prep for all, quiet in House.

	12.45pm
	Lunch, followed by Notices.

	2–4.30pm
	House Activities.

	5pm
	Evening meal followed by Notices.

	6pm
	Dorm inspections start.

	8.30pm
	Supper.

	You should be in your dorm 15 minutes BEFORE lights off.


Students Views:

“You get much more involved in school things, boarders are always in the teams and the school plays”
“You are with your friends a lot a of the time”
“There are special trips on a Sunday and we can go shopping on a Saturday!”
“I have made some of my best friends ever at the boarding house”

“You get to meet people from all over the world”

“You get to do lots of different activities”
“It’s a bit scary to think of leaving; Lenthall House is like part of my family”

“I can't wait to go home, but I look forward to coming back!”
